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About Us

Inform State and National Policy

Contribute to Current Health Policy Discussions

Support Efforts to Improve Health



Key Takeaways

1. What we did: CHI conducted a needs 
assessment of Colorado’s substance abuse 
primary prevention efforts in 2017.

2. What we found: There are opportunities to 
improve – at the community level, in local 
prevention programs, and statewide.

3. Next step: Develop a statewide substance 
abuse primary prevention strategic plan.



Our Key Question:

What do communities, 
local prevention administrators 

and statewide prevention funders 
need to strengthen Colorado’s 
efforts in primary prevention 

of substance use? 





Needs Assessment Results



What We Found

Communities need regionally targeted 
investments that change substance use 
social norms for teens and their families.

Community substance use prevention 
program administrators need technical 
assistance to adopt EBPs, and they call for 
aligned reporting requirements for funding. 

Statewide prevention funders need a 
systematic way to coordinate existing 
efforts, reduce overlap and address 
unfunded needs.



CHI’s Recommendations
Invest in 2Gen prevention.
Invest in environmental approaches.
Explore ways to align funding with “need.”

• Align grantee reporting requirements.
• Strengthen technical assistance – to identify EBPs, 
and evaluate and sustain existing programs.

• Collect and share consistent information.
• Align leadership.
• Coordinate and consolidate.



Many actors are working in primary 
prevention of substance abuse.

Statewide Funder Gaps





More youth think that 
alcohol is risky (70 
percent). That’s compared 
with 48 percent who think 
marijuana is.

Easy to get 

Most used 
substance among 
youth in Colorado







Next Steps



What could a 
statewide 

substance use 
primary prevention 
strategic plan look 
like and achieve?
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