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‘Cries for help’: Drug overdoses are soaring during the
coronavirus pandemic

Suspected overdoses nationally jumped 18 percent in March, 29 percent in April and 42 percent in May, data from ambulance teams, hospitals
and police shows.




e Colorado has lost over 5000 people to opioid
overdose in the past 10 years The PrObIem
e An estimated additional 2000 people have lost their lives
to fentanyl and heroin
e Roughly 70% of people who use heroin report they used opioid
medications first
e Our state has only around 30% of the total drug treatment capacity

we need.

Current proposed settlements with Johnson & Johnson
and three large distributors provide significantly more
settlement funds to Colorado if local governments join in
the settlement.
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Brown., J. (2020, June 28). Opioid crisis in Colorado could get worse amid pandemic. Retrieved August 6, 2020, from https://apnews.com/bflcllac45d63808ffeae945c750cd8l



e Our criminal justice system is now addressing this public health crisis. In Alamosa County,
for example, 90% of those in county jail are addicted to opioids

¢ One third of people with opioid use disorder (OUD) have been involved with the criminal
justice system in the previous year.

e Despite robust evidence showing the effectiveness of addiction treatment in correctional
facilities, people with OUD who are incarcerated rarely receive medication. Reentry into the
community can be a dangerous time: people recently released from prison are 129 times
more likely than the general population to die of an overdose.

¢ Our society criminalizes the disease of addiction and stigmatizes patients. We often force
people, many of whom are stable on maintenance medication, to experience painful and
dangerous opiate withdrawal by failing to offer such medication when they're incarcerated

Sherry, A. (2019, July O1). Colorado's Opioid Crisis Fuels Alamosa's Jail Overcrowding. Retrieved
from https:.//www.cpr.org/2018/03/29/colorados-opioid-crisis-fuels-alamosas-jail-overcrowding/

Berk, J. (2020). A Good Place to Start — Low-Threshold Buprenorphine Initiation. New England
Journal of Medicine, 383(8), 701-703. doi:10.1056/nejmp2017363



Counts of drug overdose deaths due to any drug in Colorado, Colorado Drug Overdose Death Rate
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Core Principles for

All Colorado Plan Agreement
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ADDRESSING THE OP]OID
EPIDEMIC |

TREATMENT
Evidence-based treatment
models

PREVENTION, EDUCATION
Widespread prevention and
education efforts among
communities

RECOVERY
Evidence-based recovery
models



» Six region structure with
representatives from each
region on an overall
executive committee

« A large amount of opioid
abatement funds would go
to the regions

« Each region would need
their own governance
model
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Master
Settlements

Total Colorado
Share

15%

70%

4 N

General Abatement
Share
e Oversight — by Local/State
General Abatement Fund
Council (consisting of local
and state officials) of all
monies spent

35% (1/2 of 70%)

- /

35% (1/2 of 70%)

15%

Direct Allocation by
Formula to Participating
Local Govts.

Formula Allocation to

Regions
* Spending Decisions —
determined by Region on Regional

Priorities

which approved abatement
uses to prioritize

* Oversight — General
Abatement Fund Council

Allocation to Specific
Projects (in Local Govts.,
Regions, or Statewide)

* Spending Decisions —
determined by Local/State

Any attorney fees for local governments paid out of a possible separate fund and. if insufficient, from the 15% local government share.
Draft for discussion purposes subject to changes based on input from local and state stakeholders.



« Feedback on proposed regions We Want to
* |deas for State/Local collaboration Hear from You

« \What are your municipalities successes
or struggles?

e Ceneral Q&A




Heidi Williams

Director of Opioid Response

Heidi.Williams@coag.gov
303-819-9722
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