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Current trends in overdose mortality
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement:               
Colorado residents, 2010-2023 

  Total drug overdose deaths

        Unintentional drug poisoning (X40-X44)

        Intentional drug poisoning - suicide (X60-X64)

        Drug poisoning of undetermined intent (Y10-Y14)

Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement:               
Colorado residents, 2010-2023 

  Total drug overdose deaths

        Any opioid analgesic (natural, semi- or fully-synthetic, methadone; mention of T40.2-T40.4, includes fentanyl)

        Specified drugs other than opioid analgesics (mention of T36-T50, excl. T40.2-T40.4)

        Only unspecified drugs (mention of T50.9, with no specified drug-related T-codes in range T36-T50)

Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement:               
Colorado residents, 2010-2023 

  Total drug overdose deaths

        Total opioids: Any opioid analgesic, fentanyl or heroin

        Fentanyl

        Prescription opioid analgesic,  without fentanyl

Deaths involving more than one substance will be counted in each respecrive category.

Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement:               
Colorado residents, 2010-2023 

        Any opioid analgesic (natural, semi- or fully-synthetic, methadone; mention of T40.2-T40.4, includes fentanyl)

        Fentanyl

        Heroin

        Methamphetamine (mention of T43.6, "Psychostimulants with abuse potential")

        Cocaine (T40.5)

        Marijuana (mention of T40.7, "Cannabis (derivatives))

Deaths involving more than one substance will be counted in each respecrive category..
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Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement:               
Colorado residents, 2010-2023 

        Any opioid analgesic (natural, semi- or fully-synthetic, methadone; mention of T40.2-T40.4, includes fentanyl)

        Prescription opioid analgesic with mention of fentanyl

        Prescription opoid analgesic w/o mention of fentanyl

Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.
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Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement:               
Colorado residents, 2010-2023 

        Heroin

        Heroin with mention of fentanyl

        Heroin w/o mention of fentanyl
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Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement:               
Colorado residents, 2010-2023 

        Methamphetamine (mention of T43.6, "Psychostimulants with abuse potential")

        Methamphetamine with mention of fentanyl

        Methamphetamine w/o mention of fentanyl
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Source: Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Drug overdose deaths by category of specific drug involvement:               
Colorado residents, 2010-2023 

        Cocaine (T40.5)

        Cocaine with mention of fentanyl

        Cocaine w/o mention of fentanyl



State Unintentional Drug Overdose 
Reporting System (SUDORS)
• Developed and funded by the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) as part of the OD2A* grant
• Administered in 49 states and District of Columbia (Colorado 

funding started in 2019)
• Data collected from death certificates, coroner/medical 

examiner reports, and postmortem toxicology reports
• Captures over 600 variables for overdoses of unintentional or 

undetermined intent
• Collect Who, When, Where, How in order to understand the 

WHY 

*OD2A:  Overdose Data to Action grant



Characteristics and circumstances

SUDORS Report link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18CWbiqCP50ffE8vzP0fmiV3QB9902FtE/view
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CDC SUDORS Dashboard Link

https://www.cdc.gov/overdose-prevention/data-research/facts-stats/sudors-dashboard-fatal-overdose-data.html
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Source: Colorado Hospital Association Billing Data
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Accessing overdose data

CDPHE COHID Link

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/cohid


Thank you

Questions & Discussion



Christine Demont
Data Analyst/Epidemiologist; Mortality Surveillance Unit

Center for Health and Environmental Data
Colorado Dept. of Public Health and Environment

christine.demont@state.co.us
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