
12/2/2024  

FROM: Martha Fulford, Administrator of the Colorado Fair Debt Collection Practices Act 

TO: Interested parties 

RE: Administrator’s interpretive opinion letter: Application of C.R.S. Section 
5-6-111 to law firms 

During the 2024 legislative session, the Colorado General Assembly passed HB24-1380, 
which amends the Colorado Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (CFDCPA) at C.R.S. Section 5-
16-111. This amendment went into effect on August 6, 2024. As amended, the statute reads:  

(1.5) A debt collector or collection agency that is not a creditor or debt buyer shall not be 
the named plaintiff in a legal action or take any legal action on a debt against a consumer 
unless the debt collector or collection agency:  

(a) Ensures that the name of the original creditor or assignor and the name of the 
debt collector or collection agency are included in the case caption of the complaint, 
in that order; and  

(b) Has a complete and effective assignment, including complete settlement authority 
and authority to resolve the litigation.  

The Administrator received an inquiry as to the application of the amended statute 
C.R.S. Section 5-16-111(1.5) to a law firm representing a client in debt collection litigation.  

C.R.S. Section 5-16-111(1.5) is limited in scope to “legal action” or the “tak[ing] of legal 
action” by collection agencies or debt collectors (who are not creditors or debt buyers) who are 
“the named plaintiff.” The CFDCPA defines “collection agency” to include “an attorney-at-law 
who regularly engages in the Page 2 collection or attempted collection of debts in this state.” 
C.R.S. Section 5-16- 103(3)(e)(I).  

When a pleading is filed, the caption must include the filing attorney’s name, address, 
telephone number, and attorney registration number. Colo. Rules of Civil Proc. Rule 10(d)(2)(III). 
1 This information is provided in addition to the names of the names parties, plaintiff(s) and 
defendant(s), in the case. Id. An attorney who appears in the caption of a pleading solely as the 
attorney of record, and who is not appearing pro se, is not a “named plaintiff” as anticipated in 
C.R.S. Section 5-16- 111(1.5).  



The Administrator interprets C.R.S. Section 5-16-111(1.5) to apply to attorneys-at-law 
only if they are named as the plaintiff in the caption of the complaint. The Administrator does not 
interpret C.R.S. Section 5-16-111(1.5) to apply where the attorney-at-law is not a named plaintiff 
and instead is only involved in the litigation as the attorney representing a named plaintiff.  

The CFDCPA provides protections for acts done or omitted in conformity with the 
Administrator’s interpretation. C.R.S. Section 5-16-113(6).  

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE  
COLORADO FAIR DEBT COLLECTION  
PRACTICES ACT  

Martha Fulford  

1 Pro se parties are also required to include contact information, which is not required of 
parties. C.R.C.P. Rule 10(d)(2)(III) 


	RE: Administrator’s interpretive opinion letter: Application of C.R.S. Section 5-6-111 to law firms



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Administrative Opinion - Application of C.R.S. Section 5-6-111 to law firms.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


