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INTRODUCTION  

1. Colorado has long encouraged the creation of local businesses and has 

taken steps to support a thriving small business economy throughout the state.  

2. Defendants Corporate Certificates, LLC (“Corporate Certificates”), FL 

UCC Statement Service, LLC d/b/a CO UCC Statement Service (“UCC Statement 

Service”), and their owner and principal Brian Capobianco (“Capobianco”) 

(collectively, “Defendants”), have engaged in at least two schemes to exploit 

Colorado’s small business community to enrich themselves, at the expense of 

businesses that call Colorado home. 

3. Specifically, as part of creating and operating a business in Colorado, 

businesses obtain and use certain forms from the Colorado Secretary of State. As 

relevant here, such forms include “Certificates of Good Standing” and “UCC 

Financing Statements.”  

4. For years, bad actors have taken advantage of Colorado’s small 

business community by sending deceptive solicitations to businesses demanding 

grossly exorbitant fees for business documents—like Certificates of Good Standing 

and UCC Financing Statements—that are easily obtainable from the Colorado 

Secretary of State for free. 

5. These solicitations mislead recipients by falsely representing or 

implying that the solicitations are issued by the Secretary of State’s Office itself. 

They include various indicia of “official” action, for example “confirming receipt” of 

the business’s documents by the Secretary, making official-looking representations 

about Colorado law, and imposing response deadlines. 

6. These solicitations typically direct businesses to pay a fee—often an 

exorbitant fee—to receive their business documents from, or file their documents 

with, the Secretary of State. 

7. When business owners pay these fees through the solicitations, they 

are not paying a fee to the Secretary of State directly. Instead, business owners are 

paying the solicitation companies for a service they could have easily obtained for 

free. 

8. Deceptive Secretary of State solicitations cause significant unnecessary 

confusion in the marketplace, and untold numbers of small businesses have fallen 

victim to misleading solicitations over the years. 
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9. In 2023, recognizing the harm these solicitations were causing to 

Colorado businesses, the Colorado General Assembly took action to rein in this 

predatory practice. The Assembly passed a law requiring that solicitations 

requesting a fee for “filing a document with, or retrieving a copy of a public record 

from, the secretary of state,” must meet certain disclosure requirements. See 

generally C.R.S. § 6-1-733(2).  

10. For example, these solicitations must include the following disclaimer 

in 24-point font: “This is an advertisement. This offer is not being made by, or on 

behalf of, any government agency. You are not required to make any payment or 

take any other action in response to this offer.” C.R.S. § 6-1-733(2). 

11. These solicitations must also tell the recipient where the business can 

obtain or file documents directly with the Secretary of State, and may not “use 

deadline dates or other language” that give the appearance that the document was 

issued by a government entity or that it imposes any legal duty on the recipient to 

act. See C.R.S. § 6-1-733(3). 

12. Failure to comply with these statutory requirements constitutes a 

deceptive trade practice. See C.R.S. § 6-1-733(4). 

13. Defendants have violated and are continuing to violate this law 

through at least two different schemes. 

14. First, Defendants Corporate Certificates and Capobianco violated 

C.R.S. § 6-1-733 by sending tens of thousands of solicitations to Colorado businesses 

through at least January 2025, seeking payment of large fees to obtain a Certificate 

of Good Standing. A Certificate of Good Standing is a document issued by the 

Secretary of State stating that a business’s statutory filing requirements with the 

Secretary of State have been met.  

15. Second, Defendants UCC Statement Service and Capobianco are 

currently violating the same law by sending solicitations to Colorado businesses 

seeking exorbitant fees to obtain a UCC Financing Statement. A UCC Financing 

Statement is a public document filed with the Secretary of State. This document 

gives the public notice of a creditor’s claim on a debtor’s personal property, ensuring 

that the creditor has priority over other creditors if the debtor defaults on a loan. 

16. Defendants’ solicitations violate the law by seeking fees for Secretary 

of State documents without including the required disclaimer, and by containing 

various indicia of “official” action making it appear as through the solicitations are 

coming directly from the Secretary of State’s Office itself.  
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17. Certificates of Good Standing and UCC Financing Statements are both 

free and easily accessible through the Secretary of State’s website. The Colorado 

Secretary of State does not collect any fee for a Certificate of Good Standing or a 

copy of a UCC Financing Statement. 

18. The Colorado Attorney General brings this action pursuant to the 

Colorado Consumer Protection Act (“CCPA”), C.R.S. §§ 6-1-101 et seq., in his official 

law enforcement capacity, to enjoin and restrain Defendants from engaging in these 

unlawful deceptive trade practices, for restitution and damages to injured 

consumers and the State of Colorado, and for civil penalties, disgorgement, and 

other relief as provided under the CCPA and pursuant to Colorado law. 

PARTIES  

19. Philip J. Weiser is the Attorney General of the State of Colorado and is 

authorized under C.R.S. § 6-1-103 to enforce the provisions of the CCPA. 

 

20. Corporate Certificates, LLC is a Wyoming Limited Liability Company 

registered as a Foreign Entity Authority filed with the Colorado Secretary of State 

pursuant to § 7-90-803 C.R.S. on July 21, 2022. The entity is in good standing with 

the Colorado Secretary of State. The registered agent for Corporate Certificates, 

LLC is Registered Agents Inc. located at 1500 N Grant St, Ste C, Denver, CO 

80203.1  

 

21. CO UCC Statement Service is the Colorado entity name for FL UCC 

Statement Service, LLC. FL UCC Statement Service, LLC is a Foreign Limited 

Liability Company based in Florida with a principal office address of 412 E. 

Madison Street Suite 817, Tampa, FL 33602. The registered agent for CO UCC 

Statement Service is Registered Agents Inc. located at 1500 N. Grant St, Ste R, 

Denver, CO 80203.  

 

22. Defendant Brian Capobianco is a natural person and, upon 

information and belief, is a resident of the state of Florida.  

 

23. Defendant Capobianco is a member, manager, officer, and/or director 

of Corporate Certificates and UCC Statement Service. Defendant Capobianco filed 

the Statement of Foreign Entity Authority for Corporate Certificates. Defendant 

Capobianco also filed a Statement Curing Delinquency on May 2, 2024, on behalf of 

 
1 Corporate Certificates, LLC has operated in the State of Colorado under the name 

“CO Corporate Certificates” without registering a trade name with Colorado 

Secretary of State in violation of C.R.S. §§ 7-71-101 and 7-71-102(2). 
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the entity. Defendant Capobianco filed the Statement of Foreign Entity Authority 

for UCC Statement Service. At all times relevant to this Complaint, acting alone or 

in concert with others, Defendant Capobianco was directly involved in the 

conception and authorization of the acts and practices of UCC Statement Service 

and Corporate Certificates, including the acts and practices set forth in this 

Complaint. 

 

24. Capobianco intentionally created the Colorado companies in order to 

direct the companies’ unlawful conduct into Colorado, specifically. He filed the 

founding paperwork for both entities with the Colorado Secretary of State. By their 

name and operation, these companies were created to solicit Colorado businesses 

with Colorado-specific business documents. Capobianco knew and intended that 

Colorado consumers would pay for the services described in the solicitations. 

Capobianco also opened and maintained the mailbox that received checks from 

Colorado consumers.  

 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE  

25. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to Colo. Rev. Stat. § 6-1-103, 

and Colo. R. Civ. P. 98, because Defendants transacted business in the City and 

County of Denver and can be found and served through their registered agents in 

the City and County of Denver. 

 

RELEVANT TIMES  

26. The conduct that gives rise to the claims for relief contained in this 

Complaint began in July 2022 and, upon information and belief, continues through 

the present.   

 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS  

27. Defendants Corporate Certificates, UCC Statement Service, and Brian 

Capobianco have directly advertised to consumers two form solicitations that 

appear to be invoices, one for a Certificate of Good Standing, and the other for a 

copy of a UCC Financing Statement.  

 

28. Defendants designed both solicitation forms to give consumers the 

impression that the forms are a bill, invoice, or compliance obligation sent by a 

government agency, or someone acting on its behalf. Neither form contains the 

required disclosures nor comports with the statute governing Secretary of State-

related solicitations. 
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Corporate Certificates – Certificate of Good Standing 

 

29. From July 2022 through at least January 2025, Defendants 

Capobianco and Corporate Certificates sent Certificate of Good Standing Request 

Forms to Colorado business consumers shortly after those consumers first 

registered their businesses with the Colorado Secretary of State.  

 

30. Defendant Corporate Certificates sent these forms under the name 

“CO Corporate Certificates.” 

 

31. The timing of businesses’ receipt of this form gave businesses the 

impression that the form was sent in connection with the business registration 

process. 

 

32. The form of the solicitation is consistent with a bill or an invoice: 
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33. Upon information and belief, this form has remained the same in all 

material respects since at least October 2023. 

 

34. Through this form, Defendants Capobianco and Corporate Certificates 

solicited a $90 fee from consumers to “retrieve a copy of public record from[] the 

secretary of state”—here, a Certificate of Good Standing. C.R.S. § 6-1-773(2). 

 

35. Accordingly, these solicitations were subject to the Secretary of State 

solicitations statute and needed to abide by the statute’s requirements. See 

generally C.R.S. § 6-1-773.  

 

36. The solicitations violated the statute in several ways. 

 

37. First, as noted above, the statute provides that solicitations like this 

one are required to contain, in 24-point-type at the top of the page, the following 

disclaimer: “This is an advertisement. This offer is not being made by, or on behalf 

of, any government agency. You are not required to make any payment or take any 

other action in response to this offer.” C.R.S. § 6-1-733(2)(a). 

 

38. The solicitation did not contain this disclaimer at the top of the page in 

24-point font.  

 

39. Second, the solicitation was required to provide information regarding 

where the recipient can retrieve their own Certificate of Good Standing directly 

from the Secretary of State. C.R.S. § 6-1-733(2)(b)(I).  

 

40. The solicitation did not contain this required information. 

 

41. Third, the solicitation was not permitted to be “in a form,” or “use 

deadline dates or other language,” that makes the document appear to be a 

document issued by the Secretary of State or to appear to impose a legal duty on the 

recipient. C.R.S. § 6-1-733(3).  

 

42. This solicitation did just that. It set forth a deadline at the top of the 

document in large print (in this example, December 4, 2024), and used other 

official-appearing language and visual cues that made the document appear to be 

issued by the Secretary of State, including: (1) a series of rectangular boxes, bar 

codes, and references to different codes and numbers including the recipients’ 

unique Business Entity ID number; (2) official-looking identifiers such as “FORM 

COCE-CE 10.883(1),” and “FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: CO-10858122-37”; and (3) 

capitalized, bold instructions at the top of the form directing consumers to “follow 

instructions exactly when completing this form.” 
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43. Based on the appearance and statements throughout this solicitation, 

it could reasonably be considered a bill, invoice, or compliance obligation by 

consumers who received it. In reality, however, the solicitations were an offer to sell 

consumers goods or services that they did not request.  

 

44. While the solicitation does contain small print characterizing the 

Certificate of Good Standing as “optional,” and stating that CO Corporate 

Certificates is not affiliated with the government, this small disclaimer does not 

outweigh the multiple indicia of official agency action. Nor does it matter: any 

solicitation covered by the statute must contain the required disclosures at the top 

of the page, and this solicitation does not.  

 

45. The consumers and businesses that received these solicitations did not 

request the solicitations, nor did they initiate any business relationship with 

Defendants or have any bona fide, preexisting business relationship with 

Defendants at the time the solicitations were sent. 

 

46. Defendants charged consumers $90 for a Certificate of Good Standing 

and failed to disclose that consumers can receive this form from the Secretary of 

State for no cost. Upon information and belief, Defendants failed to disclose this 

information to consumers in order to induce consumers to engage their services and 

pay the fee.   

 

47. Upon information and belief, Defendants Capobianco and Corporate 

Certificates sent at least 196,533 solicitation forms to Colorado consumers between 

August 11, 2023, and January 2025.  

 

48. Defendants knew that these solicitation forms violated the law. The 

Attorney General sent Defendants a notice explaining these violations in May and 

December 2024. Notwithstanding receipt of the Colorado Attorney General’s notice, 

Defendants continued to send Certificate of Good Standing solicitations until at 

least January 2025.  

 

49. Defendants have also been subject to multiple lawsuits in other states 

regarding similar conduct, and were fully aware that many state laws proscribe the 

sending of these types of solicitations to consumers. See, e.g., Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania v. David Marshlack et al., 2024-CV-08528; State of Wisconsin v. 

Centurion Filing Services, LLC, d/b/a WI Certificate Service, et al., 2022-CX-14, 

14A, 14B, 14C, and 14D. 

 

50. Although Defendants represent that they have now ceased sending 

these specific solicitations, instead of taking steps to make things right with the 
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Colorado business consumers who paid the unlawful fees, Defendant Capobianco 

instead created an entirely new entity that again targets Colorado business 

consumers—and violates the law—in the same way: UCC Statement Service. 

 

I. UCC Statement Service 

51. Defendant Capobianco established UCC Statement Service in 

December 2024. The month before, he had already begun sending a new form of 

solicitation to Colorado businesses under the “UCC Statement Service” name. 

Defendant Capobianco did so even after receiving notice of the legal requirements 

for Secretary of State solicitations from the Colorado Attorney General’s Office in 

May and December 2024. 

 

52. In this new scheme, Defendants Capobianco and UCC Statement 

Service send consumers solicitations seeking fees for businesses to obtain a UCC 

Financing Statement from the Secretary of State. 

 

53. The solicitation states the following in bold: “The State of Colorado 

Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) has recently filed a financing statement 

form in your name.” 

 

54. The solicitation goes on to say, “This statement outlines the collateral 

that will cover the Secured Party if you default. It is important for you to keep your 

own record of this statement and fully understand them. Complete the form below 

to order your Colorado UCC financing statement”:  
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55. Upon information and belief, this form has remained the same in all 

material respects since at least November 2024 when Defendants began sending 

these solicitations to Colorado businesses.  

 

56. Defendants Capobianco and UCC Statement Service send this 

Colorado UCC Statement Request form to consumers shortly after they file a UCC 

financing statement with the Secretary of State.  

 

57. The timing of sending this form gives consumers the impression that 

the form is being sent by the Secretary of State in connection with their UCC 

Financing Statement filing.  
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58. Like with the Certificate of Good Standing solicitation, Defendants 

Capobianco and UCC Statement Service solicit a fee (here, $98) from consumers to 

“retrieve a copy of public record from[] the secretary of state” (here, a UCC 

Financing Statement). C.R.S. § 6-1-773(2). 

 

59. Accordingly, these new solicitations are also subject to the Secretary of 

State solicitations statute and must abide by the statute’s requirements. See 

generally C.R.S. § 6-1-773.  

 

60. Again, the solicitations violate the law.  

 

61. As before, the solicitations do not contain the required disclosure, in 

24-point-type at the top of the page, advising consumers that: “This is an 

advertisement. This offer is not being made by, or on behalf of, any government 

agency. You are not required to make any payment or take any other action in 

response to this offer.” C.R.S. § 6-1-733(2)(a). 

 

62. Nor does the solicitation provide information on where the recipient 

can retrieve their own UCC Financing Statement directly from the Secretary of 

State. C.R.S. § 6-1-733(2)(b)(I).  

 

63. Defendants again designed the solicitation to make it appear to be a 

document issued by the Secretary of State or to appear to impose a legal duty on the 

recipient. C.R.S. § 6-1-733(3).  

 

64. For example, the solicitation sets forth a deadline at the top of the 

document in large print (in this example, December 13, 2024), and uses other 

official-appearing language and visual cues that make the document appear to be 

an invoice or compliance obligation, including: (1) a series of rectangular boxes, bar 

codes, and references to different codes and numbers including the recipients’ 

unique Business Entity ID number; and (2) official-looking identifiers such as 

“FORM CO UCC(1) and “FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: CO-14889033-138*.” 

 

65. Based on the appearance and statements throughout this solicitation, 

it could reasonably be considered a bill, invoice, or compliance obligation by 

consumers who receive it. In reality, however, the solicitations are an offer to sell 

consumers goods or services that they did not request.  

 

66. As before, while the solicitation does contain small print stating that 

CO UCC Statement Services is not affiliated with the government and consumers 

are not “required” to use its services, this small disclaimer does not outweigh the 

multiple indicia of official agency action. And again, any such small disclaimer is 
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immaterial, as any solicitation covered by the statute must contain the required 

disclosures at the top of the page in 24-point-type, and this solicitation does not.  

 

67. The Colorado businesses that receive these solicitations have not 

requested the solicitations, nor have they initiated any business relationship with 

Defendants or have any bona fide, preexisting business relationship with 

Defendants at the time the solicitations are sent. 

 

68. Defendants fail to disclose that consumers can receive a UCC 

Financing Statement from the Secretary of State for no cost. Upon information and 

belief, the failure to disclose such information was intended to induce consumers 

into purchasing Defendants’ services. 

 

69. Defendants know they are violating the law. Again, Defendant 

Capobianco received notice from the Colorado Attorney General’s Office regarding 

the statutory requirements for Secretary of State solicitation forms in May and 

December 2024.  

 

70. Rather than altering his (and his businesses’) conduct to comport with 

Colorado law, Defendant Capobianco doubled down and engaged in the same 

conduct via a new entity and a new solicitation. Upon information and belief,  

Defendants Capobianco and CO UCC Statement Services continue to send the 

unlawful solicitations to Colorado businesses to this day.  

 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

 (Violates C.R.S. § 6-1-733, § 6-1-105(1)(vvv)) 

(Against all Defendants) 

 

71. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 through 70 of this Complaint.   

 

72. Through the above-described conduct, Defendants have solicited, 

and/or are soliciting, Colorado consumers and businesses with a form that could 

reasonably be considered a bill, invoice, or compliance obligation. 

 

73. Defendants do not have a bona fide, preexisting business relationship 

with the consumers they solicit, and consumers have not initiated a request for 

bona fide services. 

 

74. Defendants do not state at the top of the solicitations, in the physical 

document in at least twenty-four-point type, or at the beginning electronic 

communications, in the same language as the solicitation, that: “This is an 



   13 

advertisement. This offer is not being made by, or on behalf of, any government 

agency. You are not required to make any payment or take any other action in 

response to this offer.”  

 

75. Defendants’ solicitations contain deadline dates. 

 

76. Defendants’ solicitations appear to impose a legal duty on the 

consumer being solicited. 

 

77. By not including the required disclaimers in their solicitations, 

Defendants have violated C.R.S. § 6-1-733.  

 

78. By violating § 6-1-733, Defendants have violated the CCPA, C.R.S. § 6-

1-105(1)(vvv). 

 

79. By means of the above-described unlawful deceptive trade practices, 

Defendants have deceived, misled, and unlawfully acquired money from Colorado-

based and registered businesses. 

 

SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

 (Violates section § 6-1-105(1)(u)) 

(Against all Defendants) 

 

80. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 through 79 of this Complaint.   

 

81. Through the above-described conduct, Defendants have failed to 

disclose that consumers can receive Certificates of Good Standing and UCC 

Financing Statements for free from the Colorado Secretary of State. 

 

82. The fact that these documents are free is a material fact. 

 

83. The failure to disclose such information was intended to induce the 

consumer to enter into a transaction with Defendants.  

 

84. By means of the above-described unlawful deceptive trade practices, 

Defendants have deceived, misled, and unlawfully acquired money from Colorado 

consumers and consumers in other states. 
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RELIEF REQUESTED  

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants and the following 

relief:  

 

A. An order declaring Defendants’ above-described conduct to be in 

violation of the Colorado Consumer Protection Act, C.R.S. §§ 6-1-

105(1)(vvv) and 6-1-105(1)(u); 

 

B. An order permanently enjoining Defendants, their officers, 

directors, successors, assignees, agents, employees, and anyone in active 

concert or participation with any Defendant with notice of such 

injunctive orders, from engaging in any deceptive trade practice as 

defined in and proscribed by the CCPA, and as set forth in this 

Complaint; 

 

C. Additional appropriate orders necessary to prevent Defendants’ 

continued or future deceptive trade practices; 

 

D. A judgment in an amount to be determined at trial for 

restitution, disgorgement, unjust enrichment, or other equitable relief 

pursuant to C.R.S § 6-1-110(1); 

 

E. An order requiring Defendants to forfeit and pay to the General 

Fund of the State of Colorado civil penalties in an amount not to exceed 

$20,000 per violation pursuant to C.R.S. § 6-1-112(1)(a), or $50,000 per 

violation pursuant to C.R.S. § 6-1-112(1)(c); 

 

F. An order requiring Defendants to pay the costs and expenses of 

this action incurred by the Attorney General, including, but not limited 

to, Plaintiff’s attorney fees, pursuant to C.R.S. § 6-1-113(4); 

 

G. Any such further orders as the Court may deem just and proper 

to effectuate the purposes of the CCPA.  
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Dated this 17th day of July, 2025. 

PHILIP J. WEISER 

Attorney General 
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